
Honorable [Your representative]  OR  Senator [Your senator]

[Address]

Washington, DC  [zip]

Dear Representative or Senator….:

In the wake of Columbia, this is no time to “cut and run.”

Rather, we should reach higher and further than the Low Earth Orbit inhabited by the Shuttle, Soyuz, and International Space Station.  We should aim for Mars.

The risks taken gladly by astronauts and cosmonauts should be for an endeavor supremely worthy of those risks and of our humanity.  The most fitting tribute to the brave crew of Columbia would be sending humans to explore Mars in the near term.

Enclosed are two brief articles.  I urge you and your staff to study them.

To retreat now, or to settle for “more of the same,” would be unworthy of the Columbia astronauts’ sacrifice, unworthy of the courage of all who venture off Earth, and unworthy of our greatness and capability as a nation.

Let us seize the day by reaching higher, by setting a bold new goal in space.  As one of your constituents and as a member of the Mars Society, I urge you to work with other members of Congress and the Administration to commit the resources necessary to open a new and exciting chapter of exploration and discovery.  Thank you.

Sincerely,







[your name]
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